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...WHATHE MEANT. 
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IT'D BE NICE IF I 
COULD SAVE SOME 
YOUNG WOMEN FROM 
THE IDEA THAT YOU 
HAVE TO MARRY AND 
HAVE CHILDREN TO BE 
HAPPY. 


SOCIETY 
COULD USE 
A FEW MORE 
PEOPLE LIKE 
THAT. 


DON'T SAY 
THAT. 
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...AND IT 
HASN'T 
STOPPED 
BUGGING 
ME SINCE. 


- 11 - 













































































WHAT EXACTLY WAS THE "THAT" HE 
DIDN'T WANT ME TO SAY? 
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THE FEAR! 
THE SHAME! 
THE PAIN! 


WAS HE EMBAR¬ 
RASSED FOR ME BE¬ 
CAUSE, OBJECTIVELY 
SPEAKING, I'M JUST 
A LONELY OLD WOM¬ 
AN WITH A TOTALLY 
UNJUSTIFIED SENSE 
OF PRIDE? 
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/ OH YEAH, THEY \ 

/ STILL DO THEM, \ 

ifjM 


/ WE USED 

/ TO GO TO 

/ THOSE KINDS 

1 OF THINGS 

ON FESTIVAL 

ALTHOUGH NOT L 
\ MANY PEOPLE / 

\ SHOW UP. / 

CD/ 

/ ALTHOUGH 

/ I DON'T 

KNOW IF 
\ THEY STILL 

\ HAPPEN. 

l DAYS BACK IN 

\ ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL, RE- 
v. MEMBER? 


'/ MMylfiMA\i\ 




pi 

\ ' i T I 
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SO IF NO ONE'S 
COMING TO YOUR 
SHOP, WHY NOT TRY 
SELLING SOME THINGS 
CHEAP ENOUGH FOR 
PEOPLE TO BUY ON A 
WHIM FROM A NEW 
LOCATION? 


I BET SOME PEOPLE 
WOULD BRING THEIR 
KIDS ALONG, AND IT 
COULD HELP GET THE 
WORD OUT ABOUT WHAT 
KIND OF LOCAL BUSI¬ 
NESSES THERE ARE IN 
THIS NEIGHBORHOOD. 
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NO MATTER HOW 
MUCH I WORRY, IT'S 
NOT GOING TO GET 
ME ANYWHERE. 
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Five Miles of Fog 
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MAKES 
SENSE. YOU 
DON'T SEEM 
LIKE THE 
TYPE WHO 
WOULD. 


AH HA HA! 
WELL, YOU 
KNOW. 
THEY'RE NOT 
WRONG. 


COME TO THINK 
OF IT, I'M NOT 
EVEN SURE I'VE 
EVER PITIED 
ANYONE MUCH 
AT ALL. 
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I HAVE 
BEEN... 


.UNDERES¬ 
TIMATING 
THE MALE 
SEX. 



fiac'W 


MAYBE 
IT'S TRUE. 
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YURI-SAN... 
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FIRST, IT GOES WITHOUT 
SAYING THAT WE'LL TAKE 
CARE OF ANY RED TAPE 
INVOLVED IN HOLDING 
YOUR OPEN-AIR MARKET. 

IN ADDITION, WE'LL 
CONDUCT RESEARCH ON 
HOW YOU CAN ATTRACT 
CUSTOMERS. 


WE'LL ALSO WORK WITH 
YOU ON FIGURING OUT 
WHAT TO SELL THERE, 
AS WELL AS ASSIST 
YOUR ADVERTISING 
EFFORTS WITH SUGGES¬ 
TIONS FOR FLYERS AND 
THINGS LIKE THAT. 


FURTHER, WE'LL CO¬ 
ORDINATE THE EVENT 
ITSELF ON THE DAY OF 
AND PREPARE A FINAL 
REPORT COMPILING 
EVERYONE'S FEEDBACK 
ON THE TURNOUT. 
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IS THIS 
GOING 
TO WORK 
OUT? 
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BUT NOTHING I THINK I MADE A 

COMES TO MIND PRETTY A TTRAC- 

THAT MIGHT MAKE TIVE EMPLOYER, AT 

ME A TTRACTIVE TO LEAST, IF I DO SAY 

HER AS A MAN... SO MYSELF. 



WHAT'S MIKURI- 
SAN SEE IN ME, 
ANYWAY? 
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I'M REALLY 
NOT SURE IF 
THINGS ARE 
GOING TO 
WORK OUT... 
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Only the Drowning Man Who Gives In May Float 








Tsunami Umino 









I NEVER EVEN 
UKED GUYS WITH 
PRETTY FACES TO 
BEGIN WITH. 



I MEAN THEY LIVE 
THEIR LIVES GETTING 
PAMPERED BY EVERY¬ 
ONE ELSE, ANYWAY 


SOMEONE LIKE THAT 
COULDN'T BEGIN TO 
IMAGINE THE BURDEN 
I'VE HAD TO BEAR ALL 
THESE YEARS. 
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OSHIMIZU- 
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y/v'rs ^ 






















































































HUH? 

WHAT? 




OOOH, YOU 
GAVE ME A 
NICKNAME/ 
YAY/ 


POS.MON. 

feOTTN 

M-U 


YOU'RE THE 
ONE MAKING 
ME MAD, YOU 
POSITIVITY 
MONSTER/ 
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AND THAT'S NOT THE 
KIND OF THING YOU CAN 
FIND JUST ANYWHERE, 
SO HOPEFULLY, YOU'LL 
GET SOME REPEAT 
CUSTOMERS OUT OF THE 
PEOPLE WHO TRY THEM 
AND LIKE THEM AT THE 
OPEN-AIR MARKET. 
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SECURITY... 


FOR SOME PEOPLE, IT'S ABOUT LOVE. FOR OTHERS, 
IT'S FINANCIAL. SOME ARE JUST WORRIED ABOUT 
THEIR TWILIGHT YEARS. IT MEANS DIFFERENT THINGS TO 
DIFFERENT PEOPLE, SO YOU DON'T EVEN NECESSARILY 
NEED TO GET MARRIED TO FIND IT. 



IN OTHER WORDS, 
MARRIAGE IS A 
LIFELONG CON¬ 
TRACT BETWEEN 
TWO CONSENTING 
ADULTS TO GIVE 
THEM A SENSE OF 
SECURITY. 



iiisiiijiiiiiismiii 

| 
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WHICH MEANS THE 
MAIN DIFFERENCE 
MARRIAGE MAKES IS 
THAT IT'S A RELATION¬ 
SHIP BASED ON THE 
PREMISE THAT IT WILL 
BE LIFELONG, WITH THE 
BACKING OF THE LAW 
TO GUARANTEE IT. 


mMmmmmmmummmm 
iSlillllBailS 
mwmmmmi mum 

m a m m m m a: m m m a . .. 

mmmammmmmmmmm 

mmmmmmmmmsmmm 
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IF SOMEONE'S HESITANT TO ENTER 
INTO A CONTRACT WITH YOU... 


... THEN IT'S THE TERMS OF IT 
THAT ARE THE PROBLEM. 




I HAVE NO IDEA 
WHAT TO DO 
ABOUT IT, AND 
YET I CAN'T 
THINK OF ANY¬ 
THING ELSE / 
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CASUAL- 

OUTFITS 
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THAT'S THE 
BEAUTY OF 
DRESSES' 
YOU KNOW 
EXACTLY 
WHAT YOU'RE 
GETTING.' 


YOU THINK LONG 
AND HARD BEFORE 
YOU BUY IT, AND 
THAT'S IT.' FROM 
THEN ON, YOU 
NEVER HAVE TO 
WORRY ABOUT IT 
NOT WORKING WITH 
YOUR OUTFIT.' 


BUT YOU KNOW HOW 
SOMETIMES YOU TRY 
AN OUTFIT AND IT 
DOESN'T WORK BUT 
YOU HAVE TO LIVE WITH 
IT ALL DAY? OR WHEN 
YOU BUY SOMETHING 
AND FIND OUT THERE'S 
NOT MUCH YOU CAN 
DO WITH IT? 


THAT'S NOT 
WHAT I'M 
GOING FOR.' 
FASHION IS 
FUN. I DON'T 
WANT TO GIVE 
IT UP.' 
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I DIDN'T. 
MY GUARD 
WAS DOWN. 
MY HEAD'S 
SPINNING. 




BUT... 
















































...IT’S NOT HAPPENING. 


NOT WITH THIS BIG 
AN AGE GAP. 



AND THAT’S FINAL. 





















MORNING ONE OF YEAR TWENTY-NINE. 


















A Fleeting 
Dream of Spring 






I'M NOT SURE IF IT'S BECAUSE OF 
THE OCCASION OR WHAT, BUT I'M 
THINKING ABOUT THE PAST MORE 
THAN USUAL. 
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SHOW YOU If/ 
OFF/ 
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SHE WAS 
SENSITIVE, 
NOTHING UKE 
THOSE WOMEN 
J LIVED WITH. 
AND SHE WAS 
OLDER THAN 
ME, TO BOOT. 































































































































































I KNEW PERFECTLY 
WELL WHAT I WAS 
SUPPOSED TO DO 
IN THIS SITUATION. 



ALL I HAD TO DO 
WAS HUG HER 
AND SAY, "J LOVE 
YOU JUST THE 
WAY YOU ARE." 



...MY HEART WENT COLD. 


















THAT'S SOME¬ 
THING YOU HAVE 
TO DEAL WITH 
ON YOUR OWN, 
'CAUSE THERE'S 
NOTHING I CAN 
DO ABOUT IT. 



LIKE, DON'T 
BLAME ME FOR 
YOUR LACK OF 
CONFIDENCE. 


YOU LACKING 
SELF-CONFIDENCE 
DOESN'T HAVE 
ANYTHING TO DO 
WITH WHETHER 
OR NOT YOU'RE 
RIGHT FOR ME. 


YOU'RE TOO CAUGHT UP IN YOUR 
OWN FEELINGS AND OTHER PEOPLE'S 
OPINIONS TO CARE HOW I FEEL. 


YOU MAY SEEM LIKE KAORU- 
CHAN'S EXACT OPPOSITE, BUT 
YOU'RE ACTUALL Y JUST LIKE HER, 
AREN'T YOU? 
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IT'S PROBABLY 
NEVER OCCURRED 
TO HER THAT I 
WAS HURT. 


I'M SURE SHE 
FEELS LIKE SHE 
WAS DUMPED. 



I'D GO ON TO 
HEAR A RUMOR 
THAT SHE WANTED 
TO GET BACK TO¬ 
GETHER WITH ME. 


BUT I JUST 
WENT AHEAD 
AND FOUND 
A NEW GIRL¬ 
FRIEND. 
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OH 

GOO... 


I GUESS MAYBE I'VE 
NEVER EXPERIENCED 
ACTUAL ROMANCE, 
HAVE I? 



LOOKING 
BACK, THEY 
WERE ALL 
BASICALLY 
THE SAME. 



THEY'D SMILE AND 
BE LIKE, "WHAT- 
EVER'S FINE/' 

" I'LL HAVE WHAT 
YOU'RE HAVING." 
"I'M JUST HAPPY 
TO SPEND TIME 
WITH YOU." 


AND THEY'D USUAL¬ 
LY TRY TO TEST MY 
FEELINGS SOMEHOW 
OR ANOTHER, WHICH 
WOULD LEAD ME 
TO GROW COLD 
ON THEM, AND 
THAT WOULD BRING 
ABOUT THE END OF 
THE RELATIONSHIP. 


BUT THEY WERE 
JUST HOLDING IN 
THEIR COMPLAINTS, 
AND THERE'D 
COME A TIME 
WHEN THEY'D SAY, 
"HOW DID YOU NOT 
REALIZE?" "I WAS 
GIVING YOU SIGNS." 
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: / WE AREN'T A 

g ( LITTLE CLOSER 


\ ' NASE |i 


“A '_ \ \^f -1 1 \ BUT I REALLY /-— 

\ l \l \ / APPRECIATE \ 


\ \ If \V \\ tA THANK YOU. / 

j»J/ 



\ _ / 
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AHHH. 


...I SHOULD BOTTLE UP 
THIS FEELING > TOO. 











SO WHEN I'M 
ON MY DEATH 
BED\ I'LL KNOW... 


... THAT I GENUINELY 
FELL FOR SOMEONE 
AT LEAST ONCE IN 
MY LIFE. 


WE'RE SO FAR APART IN 
AGE AND YOU DISLIKED 
ME AT FIRST... 


...BUT EVEN SO, I WAS 
HAPPY TO SEE YOU EVERY 
TIME I GOT THE CHANCE... 


















NORMALLY, I WOULDN'T 
PICK UP. 






































BUT I 
DON'T 
WANT TO 
BE ALONE 
TONIGHT. 


IT'S MY 
BIRTHDAY, 
AFTER ALL 


















You Can't Reap What 
You Don't Sow 













IT MUST BE BECAUSE I 
JUST GOT MY HEART 
BROKEN FOR THE FIRST 
TIME SINCE THAT GIRL 
IN MIDDLE SCHOOL-AND 
ON MY TWENTY-NINTH 
BIRTHDAY. 


THAT'LL 
GET A GUY 
DOWN. 
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I'M SURE 
THIS IS FOR 
THE BEST. 


I'LL HOLD ON 
TO THIS JOY 
AND THAT HUG 
AS MEMORIES 
AND GO ON 
WITH MY LIFE. 





























































































































































GOOD 
LUCK, MR. 
VICE PRES¬ 
IDENT.' 


YEP.' FRESH 
OUT THE OVEN. 

THEY'RE TO¬ 
DAY'S SPECIAL/ 
HERE'S WHAT 
THEY LOOK LIKE 
ON THE INSIDE/ 


RED BEAN 
CUSTARD 
BUNS? 


KEP PEAN 
CUSTARP 
PUNS 
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NOW THAT IT'S 
THE AFTERNOON 
THINGS ARE 
LIVENING UP A 
LITTLE, HUH? 


I'M GLAD/ I 
WASN'T SURE 
HOW THINGS 
WERE GOING TO 
WORK OUT THIS 
MORNING. 
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THE EXACT 
KIND OF 
PERSON WHO 
NORMALLY 
NEVER SETS 
FOOT IN MY 
SHOP/ 


SO THAT'S IT/ MY 
TARGET AUDIENCE 
IS TRENDY YOUNG 
WOMEN WHO HAVE 
MONEY TO SPARE/ 
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HIRAM A SA-SAN 
PROBABLY DOESN'T 
HAVE A CLUE... 


...BUT HE LIFTED 
THAT CURSE FOR 
ME TODAY. 



SERIOUSLY, WHAT 
THE HELL? 


WHAT KIND OF PRINCE 
CHARMING IS H/RAMASA- 
SAN SUPPOSED TO BE? 













I'M SO GLAD 
HIRAMASA-SAN 
TRUSTS ME. 


AND, CON¬ 
VERSELY, 
THEY CAN 
EASE EACH 
OTHER'S 
SUFFERING 
UN/NTEN- | 
T/ONALLY 
WITH THE 
THINGS THEY 
SAY 


I WANT TO 
PROVE MYSELF 
WORTHY OF 
THAT TRUST. 































YOU CAN BE 
MY THIRD 
IF YOU ACT 
NOW. 


.WHAT? 


The Full-Time Wife Escapist 
Volume 8, The End 











Special Thanks to 


Mio Hase, 

my family and friends, 
Kamakura-san, 
Murakami-san, 

Komuro-san, 

everyone who cooperated with my interviews, 


and YOU! 


With Love,Tsunami 
Umino, 2017 

You can follow my work at this blog! 
http://uminotsunami.seesaa.net/ 


Afterword 


This is my forty-fourth tanfobon. 

By {he time this ei9h{h volume is on sale, {he Bull-Time Wife Escapist 
TV show 1 WHl have- started airing... The thou9rt maK.es my heart race 
{art. 

J!m Writin9 {his afterword abort a month before {he show rtarts 
airin9j brt {he other day When X Went -to Tofyo With a man9a 
artist friend of mine to see the musical version of Crert of {he Royal 
family j somebody from TBS Television invited me to Join the cast and 
crew for a booK reading/get to9&ther. 

Jt Was set to start at 1030 in the mornin9, so X 9ot up at 6:00 to 
9et on the plane. 

By the Way, the reason X flew is that X had some miles {hat 
Wouldve expired if X didn't fly by the middle of September, and X Was 
only one fH9ht aWay from havin9 enou9h to made a free round-trip 
f[i9ht inside Japan. 

Once X had dropped my Iu99a9e off at the hotel, X set out for TBS 
Television While loofing at a man on my shone, but X ended us on 
the Wron9 side of the buildin9, so even thou9h the place Was right 
there, X couldn't 9et in. X ended us havin9 to WalK all the Way around 
and us a hill, so X Was drenched in sweat by the time X9otto the 
entrance, fly life bar Was Just about at Zero at that point. 

then X met us With my editor, Who showed me s{rai9ht to Where 
the event Would be held While tellin9 me, "you showed us at the 
entrance looRin9 terrible, Jmino-san. Xt Was life all the life had been 
drained out of you,'' and "Your maKeup is comin9 off." And Just as 
X Was thinfing abort tryin9 to hide in a comer somewhere, X Was 
informed that my seat Was in the very center of everything. 

rcopycERs to?s x Was life, 9aaaaaahl 

I T 1 J in c\ ./n/t X /im J 



While X'm covered in sweat and 
my maKeun's comin9 off2l 



And X can't even have 


The very center21 


c 


c 


my editor With medl 


s 

T 


S 


X Was really nervous. X 9ave 
a few Words as the author 
of the original manga, and it 


Was even more nerve- 
WracWng than When X 9ave 
my acceptance speech for 
the Bodansha /Tonga Award. 























that aside, getting to see -the crew in verson Wje that really made 
me think about how many people had Worked io give form io a story 
X made up. 

At first, it Was Just a thou9ht in my head • Xhen X -talked about it With 
my editor, and then my assistant and X drew it. Xhen my readers 
expanded on it in their oWn heads, and now real, Uve actors are 
rerroducin9 it in the flesh... Xt's Weird When you think about it. 

VJhen X Was meeting her, the scriptwriter llogi-san told me that 
she Wanted to portray the different Ways people approach life, that 
made me feel like X’d succeeded in getting my point across, so it Was 
really heartenin9 to hear. 

All the people Workin9 on the show are professionals who've made 
several dramas X've enjoyed up to this point. All X can do is keep 
Writin9 the story and Wrap it up nicely . 

We're comin9 up on the end of things. 

X hope the conclusions each of the characters reach for themselves 
can somehow prove helpful to you all. 

What else2 X mean, X Was really happy to get to meet the cast (X 
can be a bit of a fangirf). 

X didn't make the book reading, but X 9ot together with my manga 
artist friends for food afterward. Some of them Were saying that 
they 9ot to participate in the readin9 and it Was really interesting, 
they had all kinds of thin 9 s to say. 

Xhere Were some of them Who had -their Work made into moyies 
Who were saying, "you 9uys are lucky. When this was happening to 
me, X only ever got to speak at the Wrap-up party." 

By the Way, on the day X Was due to head back -to Osaka, X checked 
out and had lunch With some other manga artists, after Which X took 
a taji to the nearest train station, but X had a Sudden realization as 
X started Walkin9. 

X had left my rolling suitcase in the trunk of the tayi- 

fortunately, another man9a artist Who took the same cab had dot- 
ten a receipt, so we called the tarff company and gave them the radio 
number, and they got the tafo to come back for us. 

that artist said to me, "Tsunami-san, remember hoW you 9ot on 
the bus home Without your suitcase and had to come back for it that 
time we all went to the fuiikP f. Audio Museum, too2" Xf something 
happens twee, it's bound to happen a third time, as they say. Xve 
9otta be more careful... 

Anyway, Xve managed to fill the page now. See you in the neyt 
volumel 


IN THE NEXT VOLUME... 



AS SOME THINGS 
COME TO AN END, 
OTHERS BEGIN. 




COMING SOON / 
















































The Heart of Another Isa Dark Forest, page 3 

[3.1] 

This is actually a quotation from The Professor’s House, 
a novel by the famous 20th century American author 
Willa Cather. It carries a similar meaning to the Japanese 
proverb that was originally the title of this chapter, but 
maintains its poetic tone. 



The Heart of Another Isa 
Dark Forest 


Five Miles of Fog, page 35 

[35.1] 

This is a more or less literal translation of this chapter’s 
original title, which is a Japanese phrase that refers to a 
state of being at a total loss for what to do. 

Five Miles of Fog 



Only the Drowning Man Who Gives In May Float, 

page 65 

[65.1] 

This chapter’s title is a proverb suggesting that there are 
times when the only way to get out of a bad situation is by 
letting things happen as they will, whereas struggling will 
only make things worse. 


^ Only the Drowning Man Who Gives In May Float 



Tsukudani, page 81 

[81.1] 

Tsukudani is a Japanese dish made by simmering 
ingredients such as kelp in a mixture of soy sauce 
and mirin. 



A Fleeting Dream of Spring, page 100 

[ 100 . 1 ] 

This is a common metaphor for youth. 


A Fleeting 
Dream of Spring 
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